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alone when it diminishes the temperature. It has no evi¬ 
dent influence on the healthy. Pilocarpine, whether it pro¬ 
duces sweating or not, reduces the electrical tension, of the 
body for the galvanic current. Penciling with oil of mus¬ 
tard has the same effect, as has also application of spray of 
chloroform, but in a less degree than the former. Venereal 
abuse, tobacco, emotion, fasting for twenty-four hours, the 
atmospheric state, abuse of alcohol, atropine, nitrite of 
amyl, faradization of the skin, have no manifelt effect upon 
the action of electrical resistance. 

8. The particular method of behavior of the resistance 
of the human body after the galvanic current depends upon 
the modification which it induces in the epidermis, from its 
anatomical state, which also is influenced besides, as by 
external agents (traumatic causes, pressure, etc.), by the 
manner of action of the vaso-motor system, and by the 
action of various remedies. Hence it is not true that the 
measure of the electrical resistance serves to represent the 
state of the vaso-motor system ; neither has importance in 
Basedow’s disease, in hysteria, in endocranial affections,, 
etc., being a phenomenon wholly physical and depending 
on the vaso-motor system only secondarily. 

9. The better method of making an electrical diagnosis 
consists in using the table of Erb, with rheostat in the sec¬ 
ondary circuit, the electrode of equal surface (10 cm.), wet 
freely with water at 40° C., with the fixed electrode in the 
palm of the hand or in the sole of the foot, proceeding with 
the greatest rapidity possible. The best electrodes are 
made of brass or zinc with a layer of mud on its surface held 
in place by a piece of cloth or leather. They should be 
applied with a moderate pressure, and possibly always 
equal, to the skin during the electro-diagnostic examina¬ 
tion. 

The translator would add that this extremely interesting 
communication, instituting as it does a line of investigation 
which should be pushed much farther, should be read in 
extenso. The experimentations and observations, which 
precede and elaborate the ideas given in the conclu¬ 
sions which have been translated, are worthy of careful 
attention. G. P.^ 


THE MUSICAL SENSE IN IDIOTS. 

The Annales Medico-Psychologiques, January, 1890, 
contains some interesting references to this subject. Es- 
quirol called attention to the fact that even idiots without. 
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the power of speech could sing. Their musical capacity 
has recently been tested by Dr. Wildermuth, of Stetten. 
Children to the number of one hundred and eighty, idiotic 
in various degrees, have been examined and compared 
with eighty normal children, in regard to vocal range, the 
sense of harmony, and memory for melody. Arranging 
them in four distinct classes, beginning with those who are 
musical in the highest degree, the following results and 
proportions have been obtained : 

ist Class. 2d Class. 3d Class. 4thClass. 

Idiots. - - - - 27-100 36-100 26-100 11-100 

Normal children.- 60-100 26-100 n-100 2-100 

This remarkable relative development of the musical 
sense in idiots is the more striking on account of the utter 
absence of any other evidence of artistic taste. A beautiful 
landscape or a lovely picture is powerless to move them. 
At three months normal children will often manifest great 
delight at the sound of music, and retain the memory of 
melodies as early as the first year. The musical sentiment 
undoubtedly exists among certain of the mammalia (dol¬ 
phin, seal, mouse, ape [L. F. B.]) 

The practical outcome of Wildermuth’s observations is 
to impress anew upon the medical mind the necessity, in its 
training of idiots, of vocal culture, especially the art of sing¬ 
ing that is accompanied by rhythmic movements. 

In a consideration of “ Electricity in Mental Disease,” 
referred to in the same journal, Morel finds that in simple 
melancholia and in melancholia attonita, electricity brings 
about the happiest results. In mania, electrotherapy has 
the narrowest possible field. Hallucinations of hearing are 
greatly relieved in cases of partial delirium. Dementia 
and general paresis are not benefitted. In one case out of 
nine of general paresis not lasting longer than three months, 
Heyden obtained good results from the use of electricity in 
regard to various sensations, though the mental state re¬ 
mained the same. Electricity renders important service in 
functional insanity such as that accompanying epilepsy, 
hysteria, chorea, and hypochondria. 

(Ibid.) Dr. E. Regis has recently called attention to the 
immense progress made in the care and treatment of the in¬ 
sane, during the past hundred years. While much has been 
done, there yet remains much to be accomplished. “ It is 
not sufficient,” say Regis, of Bordeaux, “to point with pride 
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to the road already travelled, and applaud the excellence 
of our predecessors. The world moves, it must move. We 
have something to do in this matter ourselves, a duty to 
perform. Everything can be made more perfect ; and how¬ 
ever obscure each one of us, we must all work earnestly at 
a task at once difficult yet full of consolation ; the progres¬ 
sive, constant amelioration of the condition of the insane.” 

EPILEPTIC ARITHOMANIA. 

(Ibid.) Under this title, Dr. A. Cullere, records several 
cases of epileptics who have a mania for counting, for com¬ 
bining numbers of all kinds, particularly calculations in re¬ 
gard to divisions of time, such as seconds, minutes, hours, 
days, months, years, and centuries. In one instance, a 
young man of twenty-seven, and a victim of epilepsy, cried 
out suddenly to the doctor, in the midst of an attack of 
acute mania, in which he imagined himself surrounded by 
brigands and assassins : “ Shall I tell you how many min¬ 
utes there are in one hundred thousand years ? ” This was 
an evidence of a temporary return to his abnormal normal¬ 
ity, to the individual inherent departure from normal men¬ 
tality that constituted his natural state. Professional math¬ 
ematicians and some few children are the only persons who 
find real pleasure in arithmetical calculation. Possibly the 
epileptic arithomaniacs resemble such children. With the 
unfortunates under consideration, this mania for calculations 
differs materially from similar mania in those of inherited 
mental instability. The latter are pained and fatigued by 
arithmetical calculation even to the point of anguish, and of 
well-defined melancholia. Not so the epileptic. Calcula¬ 
tion is an amusement. Even fractions are a source of 
pleasure. The mysticism of epileptics, their irascibility, 
their changeable moods, expansive religiousness, sexual 
aberrations, and alcoholic excesses, are due to inherent 
mental qualities, as is arithomania, and not to any special 
hereditary unsoundness of mind. 

POST-FEBRILE INSANITY. 

In the Johns Hopkins Hospital Reports, No. i, Vol. ii., 
seven cases of post-febrile insanity are cited. The prog¬ 
nosis is always good, recovery usually taking place within 
three months. The patient should be cared for at home 
whenever possible. Seclusion, incessant watchfulness, 
absolute rest in bed, with massage and careful feeding, 
constitute the essentials in treatment. 



